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WIPER CONTROL APPARATUS OF VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority to Korean
Patent Application No. 1 0-201 4-01 45541 filed in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office on Oct. 24, 2014, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a wiper control apparatus
of a vehicle. More particularly, the present disclosure relates
to a wiper control apparatus of a vehicle for preventing vibra-
tion of a wiper and overturning of a wiper rubber in an
opposite direction.

BACKGROUND

A wiper control apparatus of a vehicle removes foreign
materials staying on a windshield such as snow, rain, and mist
to provide better view to a driver.

Generally, the wiper control apparatus includes a wiper
motor providing power for rotating a wiper blade, a wiper
switch selecting an operation mode of the wiper, and a con-
troller controlling the wiper motor according to the operation
mode of the wiper.

The operation of the wiper control apparatus is classified
into a low-speed mode, a high-speed mode, and a stop mode.

In the low-speed mode, current is supplied to a low-speed
terminal of the wiper motor, and the wiper blade is operated in
a low speed. In the high-speed mode, current is supplied to a
high-speed terminal of the wiper motor, and the wiper blade
is operated in a high speed. In the stop mode, current supplied
to the wiper motor is cut off, and wiper blade does not rotate.

However, according to the wiper control apparatus of con-
ventional art, the wiper motor rapidly stops and the wiper
blade vibrates when the operation mode of the wiper control
apparatus enters the stop mode. Further, the wiper blade is
rapidly stopped, and the wiper rubber provided in the wiper
blade is overturned in an opposite direction.

When the wiper rubber is overturned in the opposite direc-
tion, the wiper rubber is exposed to sunlight of heat, the wiper
rubber is hardened by the sunlight or heat. If the wiper rubber
is hardened, noise is generated when the wiper rubber and the
windshield are rubbed.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the disclosure, and therefore, it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure has been made in an effort to pro-
vide a wiper control apparatus that prevent a wiper motor
from suddenly stopping when a operation mode of a wiper
control apparatus enters a stop mode.

Further, the present disclosure has been made in an effortto
provide a wiper control apparatus that prevents a wiper rubber
from being overturned in opposite direction by sudden stop of
a wiper motor, and prevents the wiper rubber from being
hardened by sunlight or heat.

A wiper control apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present inventive concept may include a
wiper motor for operating a wiper and providing a ground
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terminal, a low-speed terminal, and a high-speed terminal. A
cam plate is disposed inside the wiper motor and generates a
control signal for stopping the wiper when an operation mode
of the wiper is a stop mode. A controller is configured to
selectively supply a power to the low-speed terminal and the
high-speed terminal of the wiper motor by turning on/off of a
low-speed relay and a high-speed relay according to an opera-
tion mode of the wiper, to selectively turn off the low-speed
relay and the high-speed relay by using a control signal
according to a rotation of the cam plate, and to decelerate a
wiper speed when the wiper is stopped.

The cam plate may include a P terminal selectively and
electrically connected to the low-speed relay. A B terminal is
electrically connected to a power terminal of a battery. A G
terminal is electrically connected to a ground terminal of the
wiper motor. The P terminal is selectively and electrically
connected to the B terminal and G terminal while the cam
plate rotates according to the operation mode of the wiper.

The cam plate may include a body portion having a first
contact portion, a second contact portion, and a middle por-
tion provided between the first contact portion and the second
contact portion. A switching portion has a shape correspond-
ing to the first contact portion, the second contact portion, and
the middle portion of the body portion. The cam plate rotates
when the operation mode of the wiper is a stop mode. The P
terminal is turned on for a predetermined time while the P
terminal and the B terminal are electrically connected by the
switching portion corresponding to the first contact portion.
The P terminal is turned off for a predetermined time while
the P terminal and the G terminal are electrically connected
by the switching portion corresponding to the middle portion.
The P terminal is turned on for a predetermined time while the
P terminal and the G terminal are electrically connected by
the switching portion corresponding to the second contact
portion.

The controller may turn offthe high-speed relay after a first
delay time elapses from when the P terminal is turned off by
the middle portion of the cam plate, and turns off the low-
speed relay after a second delay time elapse.

The first delay time and the second delay time may be less
than a period of time during which the P terminal is turned off
by the middle portion.

The P terminal and the G terminal may be electrically
connected and the P terminal is turned off according to the
rotation of the cam plate when the operation mode of the
wiper is a low-speed mode or a high-speed mode.

One end of the low-speed relay may be electrically con-
nected to the high-speed relay, and another end of the low-
speed relay is selectively and electrically connected to a
power terminal of a battery or the cam plate. One end of the
high-speed relay is electrically connected to the low-speed
relay, and another end of the high-speed relay is selectively
and electrically connected to the low-speed terminal or the
high-speed terminal of the wiper motor.

According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
inventive concept, since the low-speed relay and the high-
speed relay are controlled by the control signal generated by
rotation of the cam plate, the wiper stops after the rotation
speed of the wiper is reduce.

Further, since the wiper is stopped after the rotation speed
of'the wiper is reduced, the wiper rubber provided in the wiper
is not overturned or does not vibrate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are provided for reference in describing
exemplary embodiments of the present inventive concept and
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the spirit of the present inventive concept should not be con-
strued only by the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 1 to 3 are circuit diagrams illustrating a wiper con-
trol apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present inventive concept.

FIGS. 4(a)-4(d) are drawings illustrating connection status
of each terminal with respect to rotation of a cam plate
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tive concept.

FIG. 5 is a timing diagram of a wiper control apparatus
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tive concept.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The present inventive concept will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown.
As those skilled in the art would realize, the described
embodiments may be modified in various different ways, all
without departing from the spirit or scope of the present
inventive concept.

In describing the present disclosure, parts that are not
related to the description will be omitted. Like reference
numerals generally designate like elements throughout the
specification.

In addition, the size and thickness of each configuration
shown in the drawings are arbitrarily shown for better under-
standing and ease of description, but the present disclosure is
not limited thereto. In the drawings, the thickness of layers,
films, panels, regions, etc., are exaggerated for clarity.

Hereinafter, a wiper control apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present inventive concept will
be described in detail with reference to accompanying draw-
ings.

FIGS. 1 to 3 are circuit diagrams illustrating a wiper con-
trol apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present inventive concept.

As shownin FIGS. 1to 3, awiper control apparatus accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present inventive
concept includes a wiper motor 10, a low-speed relay 30, a
high-speed relay 40, and a controller 50 controlling the wiper
motor 10, the low-speed relay 30, and the high-speed relay 40.

The wiper motor 10 supplies power for operating a wiper.
A ground terminal (E), a low-speed terminal (MLO), and a
high-speed terminal (MHI) are provided in the wiper motor
10. A cam plate 20 is provided in an output shaft of the wiper
motor 10.

As shown in FIGS. 4(a)-4(d), the cam plate 20 is a kind of
switch, the cam plate 20 rotates, and a stop signal is generated
for an operation mode of the wiper is a stop mode. Three fixed
terminals (P, B, G) are provided in the cam plate 20, two fixed
terminals (P-B, P-G) are selectively and electrically con-
nected by the rotation of the cam plate 20.

The low-speed relay 30 and the high-speed relay 40 are
connected in series. The controller 50 controls the low-speed
relay 30 and the high-speed relay 40 to be turned on/off
according to the operation mode of the wiper, and controls a
rotation speed of the wiper by selectively supplying power to
the low-speed terminal and the high-speed terminal of the
wiper motor 10.

The controller 50 may be implemented with one or more
microprocessors operated by a predetermined program or
hardware including the microprocessor, and the predeter-
mined program includes a series of commands for performing
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a control method of the wiper control apparatus according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present inventive concept to
be described below.

One end (Lb terminal) of the low-speed relay 30 is electri-
cally connected to HO terminal of the high-speed relay 40,
and another end of the low-speed relay 30 is electrically
connected to a power terminal of a battery or the P terminal of
the cam plate 20 (i.e., LO-Lb or LO-Lp).

FIGS. 4(a)-4(d) are drawings illustrating connection status
of each terminal with respect to rotation of a cam plate
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tive concept.

As shown in FIGS. 4(a)-4(d), the cam plate 20 has a circle
shape, and includes a body portion 27, and a first contact
portion 21 and second contact portion 23 concavely formed in
the body portion 27. The first contact portion 21 and the
second contact portion 23 are separated in a predetermined
distance, and a middle portion 23 is concavely formed
between the first contact portion 21 and the second contact
portion 23. A switching portion 29, which is formed as a
shape corresponding to the first contact portion 21, the second
contact portion 23, and the middle portion 23, is provided in
the body portion 27. That is, a first switching portion 29a
corresponding to the first contact portion 21, a second switch-
ing portion 295 corresponding to the second contact portion
23, and a third switching portion 29¢ corresponding to the
third contact portion 25 are formed in the switching portion
29.

The body portion 27 and the switching portion 29 are made
of'a conductor such as a metal. And the body portion 27 and
the switching portion 29 are insulated each other. The fixed
terminals (P-B, P-G) are selectively and electrically con-
nected by the body portion 27 and the switching portion 29
while the cam plate rotates.

As shown in FIG. 4(a), the cam plate 20 does not rotate
when the operation mode of the wiper is a low-speed mode or
a high-speed mode. Therefore, the P terminal and the G
terminal (ground terminal) are electrically connected by the
body portion 27 (i.e., the P terminal is turned off).

As shown in FIGS. 4(b) and 4(c), the P terminal is sequen-
tially and electrically connected to the G terminal (ground
terminal) and the B terminal (power terminal) by the body
portion 27 and the switching portion 29 while the cam plate
20 rotates when the operation mode of the wiper is a stop
mode.

That is, as shown in FIG. 4(b), when a signal according to
the stop mode is supplied to the wiper control apparatus, the
cam plate 20 is rotated in a counterclockwise direction (based
on FIGS. 4(a)-4(d)), the P terminal is turned on for a prede-
termined time by the first switching portion 294 correspond-
ing to the first contact portion 21. In other words, the P
terminal and the B terminal (power terminal) are electrically
connected.

When the cam plate 20 continuously rotates, referring to
FIG. 4(c), the P terminal is turned off for a predetermined
time by the second switching portion 295 corresponding to
the middle portion 23. In other words, the P terminal and the
G terminal (ground terminal) are electrically connected by
the second switching portion 294.

When the cam plate 20 further rotates, as shown in FIG.
4(d), the P terminal is turned on for a predetermined time by
the third switching portion 29¢ corresponding to the second
contact portion 23. In other words, the P terminal and the B
terminal (power terminal) are electrically connected by the
third switching portion 29c.

Hereinafter, an operation of the wiper control apparatus
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
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tive concept will be described in detail with reference to
accompanying drawings. First, the operation of the wiper
control apparatus will be described when the operation mode
of the wiper is the low-speed mode.

As shown in FIG. 1, when the operation mode of the wiper
is the low-speed mode, the controller 50 controls the low-
speed relay 30 to be turned on, and connects to the power
terminal (B+) of the battery. The controller 50 controls the
high-speed relay 40 to be turned off, and thereby, the power
terminal (B+) is connected to the low-speed terminal (MLO)
of the wiper motor 10. At this time, since the cam plate 20
does not rotate, the P terminal of the cam plate 20 is electri-
cally connected to the G terminal (i.e., the P terminal is turned
off). Therefore, power of the battery is supplied from the
power terminal of the battery to the low-speed terminal of the
wiper motor 10, and the wiper is rotated at low speed.

Next, the operation of the wiper control apparatus will be
described when the operation mode of the wiper is the high-
speed mode.

As shown in FIG. 2, when the operation mode of the wiper
is the high-speed mode, the controller 50 controls the low-
speed relay 30 to be turned on, and connects to the power
terminal (B+) ofthe battery. And the controller 50 controls the
high-speed relay 40 to be turned on, and thereby the power
terminal (B, ) of the battery is connected to the high-speed
terminal (MHI) of the wiper motor 10. At this time, since the
cam plate 20 does not rotate, the P terminal of the cam plate
20 is electrically connected to the G terminal (i.e., the P
terminal is turned off). Therefore, the batter power is supplied
from the power terminal of the battery to the high-speed
terminal of the wiper motor 10, and the wiper rotates at a high
speed.

Next, the operation of the wiper control apparatus will be
described when the operation mode of the wiper is the stop
mode.

FIGS. 4(a)-4(d) are drawings illustrating connection status
of each terminal with respect to rotation of a cam plate
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tive concept.

Connection status of the P terminal, the B terminal, and the
G terminal according to the rotation of the cam plate 20 will
be described when the operation mode of the wiper is the stop
mode.

As shown in FIG. 4(a), when the operation mode of the
wiper is the low-speed mode or the high-speed mode, the cam
plate 20 is not rotated, the P terminal and the G terminal are
electrically connected (i.e., P terminal is turned off).

When the operation mode of the wiper is the stop mode, as
shown in FIG. 4(5), the cam plate 20 rotates in a counter-
clockwise direction. When the cam plate 20 rotates in a coun-
terclockwise direction, the P terminal and the B terminal are
electrically connected by the first switching portion 29a cor-
responding to the first contact portion 21 (i.e., the P terminal
is turned on).

When the cam plate 20 further rotates, as shown in FIG.
4(c), the P terminal and the G terminal are electrically con-
nected by the second switching portion 295 corresponding to
the middle portion 23 (i.e., the P terminal is turned off).

When the cam plate 20 further rotates, as shown in FIG.
4(d), the P terminal and the B terminal are electrically con-
nected by the third switching portion 29¢ corresponding to
the second contact portion 23 (i.e., the P terminal is turned
on).

As described above, when the operation mode of the wiper
is the stop mode, the P terminal is sequentially and electri-
cally connected to the B terminal and the G terminal by the
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first contact portion 21, the middle portion 23, and the second
contact portion 23, and thereby, the P terminal is sequentially
turned on and off.

Hereinafter, when the operation mode of the wiper is the
stop mode, the control method of the low-speed relay 30 and
high-speed relay 40 according to rotation of the cam plate 20
will be described with reference to FIG. 3 and FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 3, when the operation mode of the wiper
is the stop mode, the controller 50 controls the low-speed
relay 30 to be turned off, and thereby, the LP terminal of the
low-speed relay 30 is connected to the P terminal of the cam
plate. The controller 50 controls the high-speed relay 40 to be
turned off, and thereby, the P terminal of the cam plate is
connected to the low-speed terminal (MLO) of the wiper
motor.

At this time, control step of the low-speed relay 30, the
high-speed relay 40, and the cam plate 20 according to time
are as follows.

As shown in FIG. 5, when the controller 50 detects that the
P terminal is turned off after the P terminal is turned on by the
rotation of the cam plate 20 (i.e., the controller detect that the
P terminal is turned off by the middle portion 23), the con-
troller 50 controls the high-speed relay 40 to be turned off
after a first delay time (for example, 40 ms).

When the controller 50 detects that the P terminal is turned
off after the P terminal is turned on (i.e., the controller detect
that the P terminal is turned off by the middle portion 23), the
controller 50 controls the low-speed relay 30 to be turned off
after a second delay time (for example, 60 ms).

At this time, the second delay time may be greater than the
first delay time.

As described above, when the high-speed relay 40 and the
low-speed relay 30 are sequentially turned off after the pre-
determined time elapses from when the P terminal is turned
off, power supplied to the wiper motor 10 is cut off. Particu-
larly, since each terminal is electrically connected in order of
‘G terminal—P terminal—Lp terminal—[ A terminal—HA
terminal—HIL terminal—MLO terminal’, power is not sup-
plied to the low-speed terminal (MLO terminal) of the wiper
motor 10. That is, the low-speed terminal (MLO terminal) of
the wiper motor 10 is electrically connected to the ground
terminal. Therefore, the wiper motor 10 rotates by only iner-
tial energy, and the rotation speed of the wiper motor 10 is
reduced.

When the P terminal is turned on by the second contact
portion 23, both end of the wiper motor 10 form equipotential.
Particularly, since each terminal is electrically connected in
order of ‘P terminal (power terminal of battery)—P termi-
nal—Lp terminal—LA terminal—HA terminal—HIL termi-
nal—MLO terminal, power of the battery is supplied to the
low-speed terminal (MLO) of the wiper motor 10 and the
ground terminal of the wiper motor 10, and thereby, the
ground terminal of the wiper motor 10 and the low-speed
terminal of the wiper motor 10 form equipotential. Therefore,
the wiper motor 10 is stopped.

As such, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present inventive concept, when the operation mode of the
wiper is the stop mode, the rotation speed of the wiper is
reduce for a predetermined time and the wiper is stopped.
Therefore, since the wiper is not suddenly stopped, it can be
prevented that the wiper blade is vibrated or overturned.

While this inventive concept has been described in connec-
tion with what is presently considered to be practical exem-
plary embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but on the contrary,
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is intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A wiper control apparatus comprising:

a wiper motor for operating a wiper, and having a ground
terminal, a low-speed terminal, and a high-speed termi-
nal;

a cam plate disposed inside the wiper motor, and generat-
ing a control signal for stopping the wiper when an
operation mode of the wiper is a stop mode; and

a controller configured to selectively supply a power to the
low-speed terminal and the high-speed terminal of the
wiper motor by turning on/off of a low-speed relay and
a high-speed relay according to the operation mode of
the wiper, to selectively turn off the low-speed relay and
the high-speed relay by using the control signal accord-
ing to a rotation of the cam plate, and to decelerate a
wiper speed when the wiper stops,

wherein the cam plate includes: a P terminal selectively
and electrically connected to the low-speed relay; a B
terminal electrically connected to a power terminal of a
battery; and a G terminal electrically connected to the
ground terminal of the wiper motor,

wherein the P terminal is selectively and electrically con-
nected to the B terminal and the G terminal while the
earn plate rotates according to the operation mode of the
wiper,

wherein the cam plate includes:

a body portion having a first contact portion, a second
contact portion, and a middle portion provided between
the first contact portion and the second contact portion;

a switching portion having a shape corresponding to the
first contact portion, the second contact portion, and the
middle portion of the body portion,

wherein the cam plate rotates when the operation mode of
the wiper is the stop mode,
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the P terminal is turned on for a predetermined time while
the P terminal and the B terminal are electrically con-
nected by the switching portion corresponding to the
first contact portion,

the P terminal is turned off for a predetermined time while
the P terminal and the G terminal are electrically con-
nected by the switching portion corresponding to the
middle portion, and

the P terminal is turned on for a predetermined time while
the P terminal and the G terminal are electrically con-
nected by the switching portion corresponding to the
second contact portion.

2. The wiper control apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the controller turns off the high-speed relay after a
first delay time elapses from the time when the P termi-
nal is turned off by the middle portion of the cam plate,
and turns off the low-speed relay after a second delay
time elapses.

3. The wiper control apparatus of claim 2,

wherein the first delay time and the second delay time are
less than a period of time during which the P terminal is
turned off by the middle portion.

4. The wiper control apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the P terminal and the G terminal are electrically
connected and the P terminal is turned off according to
the rotation of the cam plate when the operation mode of
the wiper is a low-speed mode or a high-speed mode.

5. The wiper control apparatus of claim 1,

wherein one end of the low-speed relay is electrically con-
nected to the high-speed relay, and another end of the
low-speed relay is selectively and electrically connected
to the power terminal of the battery or the cam plate,

one end of the high-speed relay is electrically connected to
the low-speed relay, and another end of the high-speed
relay is selectively and electrically connected to the low-
speed terminal or the high-speed terminal of the wiper
motor.



